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The Mystery of Bird Art
Precious Pinkerton

Yongergnow comes to life Club of Australia
Far North Queensland

Bird Observers

Helping today’s birds survive tomorrow




PRECIOUS PLACE

Our Remnant Woodlands 4, vy sk

inkerren Forest and Bush’s

Paddeck are owo small rernoants
af woodland near Melian. a0 Mount
Cotrrell 1n Victori, Pinkerton Foresr
iz an old growth Grey Bes grassy
woudland of 33 hecrares, owned
bry Mesrern Warer, Nearbv 15 Bushis
Paddack, comprising 4% heclares,
owned by the Shire of Melwn, Part
of Bush’s Paddecl: is Corey Bo grrassy
woodland, while the remainder is
wative preassland, These are managed
jointly by Pinkerton Landeare and
Erviranment Group, Western Waler
and Meltan Shire to protect and

enhance their enviconmental intepring.
Both these areas tmay vnly b visired
by obtaining prior permission, ROCA
conduct quariery bird survevs ar
Pinkerron and Bushs, expertly led by
Drave: Torr {of the Werribee Wagtails)
wha compile, and constantly add o,
an impressive list ol birds observed,
Ome hundeed and Gour bind species
have been recorded ro dare.

saving prassy woodland s not just
a marter of saving and replanting che
rrees, When protecting the whole
cnviranmend, il s just ax Imparmant

to protect add regenerare the native
grassland bencah che reees, Many
species ure dependent upon woodland
Loy their survival, Unfortunacely
these, once so widespread west

of Melbourne. are now greadly
diminished and the remnants are

fast disappearing. Consequently, che
wildllile species thar depend upon
these habicars are also threatened and
enclanpgered,

e species depending npon grassy
woodlands (or i survival is the

Diatmend Firesail. This iz a strikingly
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beauritul hird thar is unforunately
threarened (as is ic's habitar). We
are fortunare in having numbers of
Dhiamond Tirerails (among many
othet species] in Pinkerton and
Busl's Paddock. Cicher threarened
[irds found here include Brown
Treecreepers and Jacky Winters Tt
is imperative that the few surviving
remnants of woodland and grassy
woodland be protected

Many ather birds make their homes
in Pinkerran and RBosh’s Maddack:,
Some live here permanently, while
others migrate from ather places at
various times of the e, A
these tnigrants are robins These
present u spectacular sight, especially
as they visit during the darker monch
of anmumn and winter. The male
Scarler Robin is unmistakable, widh
its bright scarle breast conuasting
Boldly with ivs back of velver black,
usually seen accompanicd by several
Liroveen coloured female partners.
They are a comman sight here d.uring
the calder months. It carer relative,
the Flame Bobin is also seen hete.
Unfortunately, robins are declining
i numbers, probably due to habirar

loss, | he beanrifil Superh Faivy-wren,

well known and laved by evervone,
iz commaon here all vear round, as

is the similar sized Yellow rumped
Thorabill (wich a mote subdued
browenish plumage and brighe yellow
rumpl. Many of the smaller hirds
such as these depend an low hushes
oot just large rrees) inowhich to find
shelrer tor nesting and procecton.

Parrots are a prominent feature of
the woodlands, [irling nesting sires
i the many hollow trees, sequabhbling
nuisily with cach orher over nest sites.
Easrern Rosellas and Red-rumped
P"ll'l'CI[S are mrnmnnlv SN, ﬂ.lld
Gralahs are also 3 common sight,
with SLllphul-urL:xtLd Clockaroos and
Corellas elien seen Hying overhead.
The abundance of these parrats aften
canscs us o overlook their brilliane
cnlonrs,

Flving averhead are the
Wedge-railed Eagles, searching the
araund below for rabluts, their main
source of food, Whistling Kites and
Little Bagles similurly soar above the
grasslunds and woodlands, also an
Lee huune far rabbivs, Oiher hawles,
large and small. iy among and
abowve the trees, hunting for prev.
Kestrals and Blacleshouldersd Kives
hover over the grassland looking for
insects and smull birds, while falcons
course the skics ar grear speed with
long poinred wings, hunting larger
hirds. The occasional White bellied
Sea-eagle is sometimes seen [lying

] esEe

aver the adjacent Western Water

rrearment plant, and che nearby
Melron Reservoir

A proud event recently was rhe
nesting of u puir of Wedee-railed
Euagles in Pinkerron in 2006, with che
siceesstul rearing of a llcst]lllg. The
vaung bird achieved almost celebrivy
status, as bird lovers came [rom afar
ta take a photo ol it This was nor
alwavs easy, as the visung bird learned
to keep alwuc & hundred merres ahead
ul 1}!1(:-|.t:g;r:-:phc:rs;, ance it eould H_',r_
Tt ;ir:!;w.l'rrg b such a ]ﬂrge i
can hide unseen in open woodland,
However. it would fly inw the air,
calling loudly, whenever u parent bird
appeated carrying a rabbir. A media
release by Wesrern Warer celebrating
the evenrwas quickly followed by
arricles and colour photos in both
local newspapers.

The range of habitas in and araund
Pinkerron and Bush Paddeck ensures
a healthy papulation of native birds.
The grassy woodland itself adjoins a

T colebiity Widze-raled saple e foft and in the
Butrsier, Balow s A P el Erretart tn the (;I,-,;__r
Eerw e G ol weaade st Bard v woe
pbosagripded ar Plideri. Alover The Supesh
Saivp-rires o ae Disereo,

(Plprenr 5 Hochford)

sizealsle remmnant of rescored narive
reassland, while irself surrounded
by Birming and grazing land., The
nearby Werribee River corridor
and Tvnesbury Forest, stpararced
From the woodlands b the Wesrern
Water creacment plants (with a large
colleerion of rreatment ponds) also
ensures a healthy diversicy of bird
lite in and around these two precious
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